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within the Empire had informed them of the royalist
intrigues, and had told them that France, divided
against itself, must surely fall their prey.   Napoleon,
when he opened his eyes to the light and saw the
necessity of peace, had wished to confide the portfo-
lio of Foreign Affairs to Prince Talleyrand; but he
declined it, because the Emperor wished him to cease
being Vice-Grand Elector on resuming the Ministry.
It was then by means of this petty detail of etiquette
that a combination failed which might have altered
many things.   Desirous of giving Europe, and espe-
cially Russia, a pledge of peace, Napoleon, November
20, appointed the sagacious and peace-loving Duke of
Vicenza Minister of Foreign Affairs;  this was the
man who had already given him many good counsels,
and he was highly thought of by the Emperor Alex-
ander.   But it was too late; as at the Congress of
Prague, he had let the opportunity slip by.   The
time for diplomacy had ended; nothing was left but
a final appeal to arms.   This terrible catastrophe, of
which no one had thought for a long time, so improb-
able did it seem, the invasion so terrible for a conquer-
ing race, was now threatening.

Marie Louise, anxious and tormented, looked for-
ward to the future with gloom. To the letter she
had received from her father through the Baron of
Saint Aignan, she replied: " Heaven grant that we
may soon renew our intimate and regular correspond-
ence ; it would be a symptom of peace and calm; it
would be the end of my uneasiness* You cannot